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Blessings, Pastor Tim 

Imagine a brother or sister who is naked and never has enough food 
to eat. What if one of you said, “Go in peace! Stay warm! Have a nice 

meal!”? What good is it if you don’t actually give them what their body  

needs? In the same way, faith is dead when it doesn’t result in faithful 

activity. James 2:15-17 CEB 

I believe in the innate goodness of people. All people. The result of this 
belief is that I’ve been called naive and I have sometimes been 
disappointed. This is one of those times. 

I am appalled that many of our nation’s leaders are choosing to blame the 
poor for their lot in life. The immorality of taking away food benefits from 
families during these times is cruel and harsh. Earlier this month, SNAP 
benefits (food stamps) were cut. (Please see 

 http://takingnote.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/11/01/eviscerating-the-food-stamps-program/ 
for more information.) 

I’ve heard the arguments that people “just need to get a job” or make better 
choices or that churches and other not-for-profits should pick up the slack. 
With dwindling memberships in churches and food pantries under 
increasing pressure, it is hard to believe that can happen. My years working 
with families who are poor, have convinced me that solutions to poverty are 
not simple. 

Given this cut in benefits, I am encouraging each of you to participate in our 
new 2nd Sunday Gleaning ministry. Please bring a food or non-food item for 
our local food pantry. While this will not solve all the problems of food 
insecurity and hunger, it is something concrete that we can each do. 

I also think it is time that I take the SNAP Challenge. I will be living on the 
equivalent of food stamp benefits from Sunday, November 17 through  
Saturday, November 23. I’d like company on the challenge. Please email, 
call, or otherwise let me know that you’re interested in learning what it feels 
like to live on food stamps in this country. 

If you open your heart to the hungry, and provide abundantly for those 
who are afflicted, your light will shine in the darkness, and your gloom 
will be like the noon. Isaiah 58:10 CEB  
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~ Residents of Summit Springs Village Retirement & Assisted  Living and Memory Care  
 Residence, P.O. Box 687, Condon, OR 97823  

~ Jude Berray, recovering from surgery 

~ Bob Burniston , recovering from surgery 

~ Jim Nelson, Haven House, Fossil 

~ UCC furnace for upstairs 

~ friends and family of several members, various challenges 
 

 ~ Those who are seeking work  ~ Our nation.  ~ Our world 

 

Apologies if we missed anyone, mis-spelled a name, or had incomplete information 
 

SUMMIT SPRINGS VILLAGE COFFEE/TEA 
Ladies are invited to coffee/tea fellowship at Summit Springs, 10:30 a.m. Fridays. 
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 NEWS IN AND AROUND OUR CHURCH 

LEST WE FORGET 
The following people would appreciate being remembered with prayers, cards, visits, or phone calls. 

Nov 
  3 Mary Bare, Teresa Humphrey 
 10 no host (volunteers?, Halloween candy ?) 
 17 Gary Bettencourt 
 24  Randy and Barb Anderson 
   
   

COFFEE HOUR HOSTS 

USHERS 

  

ALTAR FLOWERS 

Nov  Mary Bare, Teresa Humphrey  

COMMUNION HELPERS 

  3 Scott and June Maley 

BASEMENT BOUTIQUE (THRIFT SHOP) 

   10 a.m.—4 p.m. Thursdays, (not Saturdays, until spring) 

 

 

Nov Bose Cook & Larry McGunnigle   
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PRAYER CHAIN 
  

Patti Thompson 384-5911 

Shirley Miller 384-4132 

Shirley Ludlow 384-3066 

Windy Liptak 384-4229 

Suzanne Hyde 384-2379 

Leanne Durfey 384-3442 

Myrtle Potter 384-4150 

  

Lucinda Neys is our Church Sched-
uling Clerk.  For all inquiries regard-
ing the use of the Fellowship Hall, or 
other spaces, please contact Lucinda, 
541-980-7652 or lujoneys@ hotmail. 
com. 

UCC 2013 FISCAL PICTURE 
 

1/1/13 T0 12/31/13 GEN. FUND GEN. FUND 
       REVENUE EXPENSES 

JANUARY $   6,420.00      $   2,396.06 
FEBRUARY $   3,166.32 $   6.992.02 
MARCH  $   6,319.45 $   8,290.00 
APRIL $   4,327.00 $   8,594.13 
MAY $   3,699.77 $   4,135.60 
JUNE $   5,652.25 $   5,544.08 
JULY $   3,262.90 $   5,868.74 
AUGUST $   4,106.20 $   3,772.46 
SEPTEMBER $   4,532.94 $   5,208.80 
OCTOBER $  $  
NOVEMBER $  $  
DECEMBER $  $ 
TOTALS $ 41,486.83 $ 50,801.89 
 Surplus (Deficit)       $      (9,315.06) 

— Jan Stinchfield, Treasurer, Garnet Bettencourt, Fin.Sec. 

General Fund Revenue amounts noted above include: 
   Offerings 
   Facility Use—Weddings, Funerals, Fellowship Hall 
      Senior Meal, AA Group 
   Thrift Shop—Women’s Fellowship 
   Rummage—Women’s Fellowship Sale 
   Estate Gifts 
   Tax Rebate—Property Tax Rebate 
   Copier Use 
 

Weekly Bible Study at Summit Springs 

Adults — both those who live at Summit Springs and community members — meet each Thurs-
day at 3 p.m. for Bible Study. The group follows the lectionary readings. The study is led by Tim 
Graves and lasts about an hour. 

Advent Bible Study 

Beginning Sunday, December 1, we will look at the readings from scripture that inform our jour-
ney toward Christmas. We will meet at 9 on Sunday mornings. 

Bible Fridays! 

Children in grades 1 through 6 meet each Friday at 10 o’clock to learn about the Bible.  The ses-
sions are held at the Round-Up Grill on Main Street. Mason and his staff provide us with a sweet 
treat and juice to fuel our study. The study is led by Tim Graves and lasts about an hour.  

~~~ 

Continued on page 4 



 

 

Carrying One Another’s Burdens: Help-
ful Presence 
What do you say? What shouldn’t you say? 
How can you be the caring person you want to 
be? This series. about learning to be the Be-
loved Community through helpful presence 
with others, continues Sundays at 9:15 through 
November 17. All three sessions will be led by 
Maggie Sebastian 

What is the Lectionary? What are the Liturgical Seasons and Colors? 

The Revised Common Lectionary is a pre- 

selected collection of scriptural readings from 
the Bible that can be used for worship, study 
or other theological uses. The lectionary  
follows the liturgical year in a 3-year cycle and 
provides scriptural recommendations that 
compliment the current season of the liturgical 
year. The Condon UCC and churches from 
many denominations typically — though 
not always —  use the lectionary as the text for 
sermons. 

The Liturgical Seasons, as commonly observed 

by the United Church of Christ. The colors of 
the lectionary are representative of the Liturgical 
seasons of western Christianity. These seasons 
are Advent, Christmas, Ordinary Time (Time 
After Epiphany), Lent, Easter, Pentecost and 
Ordinary Time (Time After Pentecost).  The 
liturgical year begins with Advent. This year 
Advent begins on Sunday, December 1. Each 
season is represented by a color:  

Advent - Purple 

Christmas - White 

Ordinary Time - Green 

Lent - Purple 

Easter - White 

Pentecost - Red 
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Continued from p.3 

Continued on p.5 

(This information is modified from http://www.disciples.org/Home/ForLeaders/
Lectionary/WhatIsTheLectionary/tabid/232/Default.aspx. Other information 
about the Revised Common Lectionary is available at http://
lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/)  
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Sunday School 

The children leave worship after the children’s message to gather and learn through a variety of activities. 
Sunday School is led by Prema Nissenen, Annika Rietmann, and Amy Weddle with support from adults 
on the Christian Education Committee  

Pastor Takes UCC History & Polity Course 

Tim is taking an online UCC History & Polity course as a step toward receiving Partner Standing with the 
United Church of Christ. You may recall that Tim was ordained by the Christian Church (Disciples of 
Christ). The UCC and Disciples recognize one another’s ordinations and clergy often serve one another’s 
churches. However, one of the steps toward receiving standing is a Polity & History course. 

2nd Sunday Gleaning Begins in November 

Please bring a food or non-food item to church with you on the second Sunday of each month. The item 
will be blessed during worship and sent to our local food pantry. 

Church Office Closed for Thanksgiving 

The church office will be closed on Thanksgiving Day and the day after. Tim will post his modified 
schedule for that week at www.CondonUCC.org and in the Sunday bulletin. 

Continued from p.4 

Continued on p.6 
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Background 

Your editor did a wee bit of searching online. Several sources say that 
roughly 70% of SNAP recipients are households with children, and a signifi-
cant fraction of recipients are children (possibly 50%). 

SNAP Challenge, and earlier variants have been going on for years.   

Some of the earlier efforts at learning what it may be like include: 

A story on “Oregon Issues”, 
from 23Apr2007: 

http://www.npr.org/
templates/story/story.php?
storyId=9775888  

A discussion of that story 
about a month later: 

http://newsbusters.org/node/12926   

(some of that discussion may be considered quibbling over 
pennies. However, it does illustrate that assisting those in 

hunger is far from straightforward). A few efforts from ~ 2009: 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Food_stamp_challenge  

Which has a link to an advocacy group: 

http://frac.org/initiatives/snapfood-stamp-challenges/  

FAQ by another advocacy group: 

http://site.foodshare.org/site/PageServer?pagename=who_role_faq  

Food Stamps in Oregon, about mid-year 2010: 

http://thenonconsumeradvocate.com/2010/05/june-a-food-stamp-challenge/  

This year there are many variations of the SNAP Challenge online, for example: 

https://www.facebook.com/SNAP450Challenge  

Some thoughts, by Ben Franklin (from http://www.drmardy.com/chiasmus/masters/franklin.shtml) 

"Where there is hunger, law is not regarded; 
and where law is not regarded, there will be hunger." 

The point of this saying is that when people are starving, they're likely to disobey the laws, and when laws 
are disobeyed, the resulting anarchy will destroy the social fabric of a nation, leading to massive starvation.  

"The poor man must walk to get meat for his stomach, 
the rich man to get a stomach to his meat."  

Franklin is suggesting here that the poor man is so hungry, and the provisions so few and far between, that 
he must walk great distances before being able to eat. The rich man, by contrast, is so well-fed that he does 
not suffer from hunger. Therefore, he must walk—that is, get exercise—to work up an appetite.  

~~~ 

SAVE THE DATE 

No upcoming events known. Please submit details to the editor, if you know of any events. 

Continued from p.4 
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 Sundays ~ 10:30 am , Worship 

 Helpful Presence class, Sundays ~ 9:00 am, begins 17 Nov 

 2ndSunday Gleaning for food pantry ~ 10 November 

 Veteran’s Day ~ 11 November 

 Thanksgiving Day ~ 28 November 

 Thursdays ~ noon  Senior Meals in Fellowship Hall 

 Thursdays~ 3:00 pm, Bible Study at SSV 

 Fridays ~ 10:00 am Bible Study for grades 1 through 6 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW! 

November ~ 2013 


